
Public Schools Carbon-Free Assessment {PSCFA) FAQs 

1. What is a PSCFA?

The Public Schools Carbon-Free Assessment, or PSCFA, is a FREE program offered

by ComEd to help schools increase the efficiency of their energy usage, reduce the

carbon emissions associated with their energy usage, and move toward a goal of

public schools being carbon-free (all electric) in their energy usage.

2. Why is ComEd offering this?

ComEd is offering the carbon-free assessment to comply with the Climate and

Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA). CEJA requires schools to complete an assessment in order

to be eligible for certain funding opportunities.

3. What is CEJA?

CEJA is the Climate and Equitable Jobs Act, Public Act 102-0662, which was passed

by the General Assembly and signed into law on September 15, 2021. CEJA includes

provisions to phase out carbon emissions from the energy and transportation

sectors.

4. Why are carbon emissions bad?

Carbon emissions mainly come from burning organic materials: coal, oil, gas, wood,

and solid waste. These emissions can cause negative environmental and health

effects, contributing to climate change by trapping heat, and causing respiratory

disease from smog and air pollution. Extreme weather, food supply disruptions, and

increased wildfires are other effects of climate change caused by these emissions.

S. Can a large school district schedule its appointments over the next few summers?

Annual appointments are not guaranteed by school district; assessments are

scheduled on a first come, first served basis. In addition, ComEd has committed to

an equitable distribution of assessments throughout the Com Ed territory.

6. How much does the assessment cost?

The assessment is offered at NO COST to the school.

7. How long will it take to get the assessment results?

After completing the on-site facility walkthrough, assessment results are typically

delivered and reviewed with you within one month.



8. What is included / What will I receive from the assessment? 

Approximately one month after an on-site facility walkthrough, the district will 

receive an assessment report. This report will be reviewed during a meeting to 

answer questions that may arise. The assessment report will include the following 

information for each facility: 

• Energy efficiency and insulation incentives and opportunities 

• Electrification opportunities for buildings and transportation 

• Infrastructure changes that would be required to adopt any of the 

opportunities 

• Potential for solar 

• Criteria required to achieve a WELL Bronze certification 

• Cost estimates 

• Funding opportunities 

9. Do we have to assess all the buildings within our district? 

A school can assess a single building; however, the results cannot be extrapolated 

to every building in the district. Each facility is different and has different efficiency, 

electrification, solar, and infrastructure needs and opportunities. Completing the full 

district, rather than a single building, may also improve positioning for funding 

eligibility. It is highly recommended that the district has an assessment for every 

facility. 

10. Does a district have to do all its facilities at the same time? 

No. It is recommended that the district group buildings together so they can assess 

the results of several buildings simultaneously. These can be bundled 

geographically (e.g., close together) or by function (e.g., administrative and 

transportation buildings, elementary schools, etc.). Large districts can also schedule 

a group of buildings on a monthly, quarterly, or annual basis to keep the 

information digestible and avoid over-tasking key resources required to participate. 

11. What is the different between a Facility Assessment and a Carbon-Free 

Assessment? 

A facility assessment will review the energy efficiency improvement opportunities 

for a facility and describe the incentive opportunities available. The PSCFA (a 

carbon-free assessment} will investigate energy efficiency opportunities, just like a 

regular facility assessment, plus opportunities for solar energy, electrification, 

transportation, mechanical insulation, actions needed to obtain a WELL 

Certification, and the infrastructure and cost requirements to take advantage of 

opportunities presented. While both options provide good information for school 

improvements, the carbon-free assessment may also be a prerequisite for grant 

opportunities like the Illinois School Construction Grant. 



12. What is the Illinois School Construction Grant? 

The Illinois School Construction Grant is similar to a prior grant offered by the state 

under HB3637. In 2022, legislators have been editing the prior grant to resurrect this 

funding opportunity for Illinois schools. The level of funding for this grant has not 

been determined as of September 22, 2022. We do know that applications are due 

by June 1, 2023, and to qualify, schools must have completed (or have scheduled to 

complete) the Public Schools Carbon Free Assessment. 

13. What is a WELL certification? 

The International WELL Building Institute offers numerous levels of building health 

and safety certifications. The certification focuses on multiple health categories for 

classification and improvement, including but not limited to air, water, nourishment, 

light, movement, sound, mental health, materials, and community. Each WELL 

category has specific criteria and is scored. The total facility score will designate the 

WELL level. Com Ed is offering an assessment to define what would be required to 

achieve a bronze level. 

14. How long is this assessment available? 

This assessment is available through December 2029 and is offered on a first come, 

first served basis. We encourage interested schools to pursue this sooner rather 

than later so they have the information they need for planning and can obtain 

existing or future funding opportunities that may become available. 

15. What does solar energy potential mean? 

We will assess the facility and surrounding land to determine the actual achievable 

solar potential for an individual school facility. This assessment includes, but is not 

limited to, an analysis of the roof infrastructure, optics, and shaded areas. The goal is 

for the district to understand how much solar they can install, where to install it, 

and how much power they can expect the installation to yield. This will help 

facilities and districts determine if solar is a good investment on a per-building 

basis. 

16. How far out can I schedule an assessment? 

We can schedule as far out as you would like; however, we like to keep the 

appointments within a couple of months or less to keep them front of mind and 

mitigate the need for rescheduling requests. The assessments are first come, first 

served, and we want to accommodate everyone equitably and to the best of our 

ability. 




