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ComEd Presents Changing Landscape of the Utility at International Energy 

Conference Held in Chicago  
Energy leaders from around the world gather to discuss the transformation of the utility business model  

 

CHICAGO (Nov. 12, 2015) – Energy leaders from around the world, including utility executives, 

policy makers, energy providers and large energy consumers came together at a conference hosted by 

The Energy Times and sponsored by ComEd to discuss the transformation of the utility business and 

how century-old companies are evolving to meet the demands of a digital future. 

 

ComEd President and CEO Anne Pramaggiore delivered the conference key note address highlighting 

the increasingly important role that the electric utility will play to deliver clean energy solutions and 

provide customers with more choice and personalized services.    

 

“As we move into the new energy revolution, the monolithic look and feel of our industry will change 

dramatically – all of our functions will be sliced, diced and reconstituted into more granular and more 

individualized packages to fit specific consumer needs,” said Pramaggiore.  “The smart grid is the 

foundation, the backbone, not only for any energy system of the future, but the neighborhoods of the 

future.” 

 

City of Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel spoke at the opening reception, telling the packed room how 

Chicago is becoming more livable and sustainable with new private development, additional parkland 

and smart grid enactment. "You don't have to sacrifice private development for sustainable policy," said 

Mayor Emanuel.  

 

In his remarks at the conference, Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) Chairman Brien Sheahan 

described a stakeholder engagement process being considered by the ICC that would be focused on 

developing a shared base of information, facilitating engagement, and addressing the most critical issues 

facing the industry.  “[This] initiative is being developed as a non-docketed collaborative process that 

will conduct research and analyze Illinois’ electric industry with the ultimate goal of reaching consensus 

on how to meet the evolving needs of customers and the utilities that serve them.”  

 

ComEd’s Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, Terence Donnelly, also spoke at the 

event and stressed the importance of a customer-centric focus in energy programs and policies alongside 

utility executives from Hong Kong and the Netherlands.  

 

Other speakers at the event included: Joe Svachula, Vice President Smart Grid & Technology, Karen 

Weigert, Chief Sustainability Officer, City of Chicago; Caralynn Nowinski Collens, M.D., CEO, UI 

LABS; Pallas Agterberg, Director of Strategy for Alliander; Mohammad Shahidehpour, Bodine Chair 

Professor & Director of the Robert W. Galvin Center for Electricity Innovation at Illinois Institute of 

Technology; Paul Poon, Managing Director, CLP Power Hong Kong Limited; Fidel Marquez, Senior 



 

 

Vice President of External and Governmental Affairs, ComEd; and Nipesh Patel, Silver Spring 

Networks Engagement Manager. 
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Commonwealth Edison Company (ComEd) is a unit of Chicago-based Exelon Corporation (NYSE: EXC), the nation’s 

leading competitive energy provider, with approximately 7.8 million customers. ComEd provides service to approximately 

3.8 million customers across northern Illinois, or 70 percent of the state’s population. For more information visit 

ComEd.com, and connect with the company on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. 

 

http://www.comed.com/
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