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ComEd’s “MetamorFridges” Art Display
 
To Open on Michigan Avenue
 

“Cool” interactive art installations from loungers to cameras, created from refrigerators 

CHICAGO (July 10, 2012) – Imagine a creatively customized couch where visitors can stop to 
put their feet up and rest from a busy day of shopping, a huge interactive camera where passers-
by can stop and make a memory, and a working kaleidoscope (yes, really)… all made from 
recycled refrigerators. Designed by local artists, these whimsical and one-of-a-kind creations are 
among the 10 interactive art installations, made of recycled and repurposed refrigerators that 
make up the “MetamorFridges” exhibit that will be displayed from July 12 through August 19 
along Michigan Avenue between Delaware and Wacker Streets in Chicago. 

“Some might think it’s counter-intuitive that ComEd—a company in the business of delivering 
power—would support an initiative aimed at reducing energy use, but conserving resources and 
helping mitigate climate change is a responsibility we all share,” said Jennifer Montague, 
director of Marketing, ComEd. “Thanks to the creative energy of some of today’s leading artists, 
MetamorFridges serves as an unconventional reminder about the importance of energy-
efficiency, recycling and how each person can do their part to conserve energy and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.” 

Additionally, ComEd makes recycling easy with its refrigerator and freezer recycling initiative 
as part of its’ Smart Ideas energy efficiency programs. Since Smart Ideas’ inception in 2008, 
ComEd has removed approximately 135,000 older, working second-hand refrigerators and 
freezers from throughout its northern Illinois service territory. 

ComEd’s Fridge and Freezer Recycle Rewards program picks up and recycles older refrigerators 
and freezers for free and pays customers $35 for each working appliance. Older refrigerators and 
freezers consume as much as three times more energy than newer, more energy-efficient models 
and can cost consumers up to $150 a year in additional electricity costs. All appliances are 
recycled, their refrigerants and oils captured and their metal, glass and plastic recycled to protect the 
environment. 

ComEd encourages customers to follow these simple steps to reduce the amount of energy 
refrigerators and freezers use: 

•	 Position refrigerators out of direct sunlight and away from other kitchen heat sources, 
such as the stove, oven and dishwasher. 

– more – 
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•	 Leave a space between the back of the refrigerator and the wall to allow for better air 
circulation around the condenser coils. 

•	 Clean the coils on the back of the refrigerator on a regular basis. 
•	 Adjust freezers’ temperature dials to maintain a 0°F internal temperature. Maintain 

refrigerator temperatures at 35°F to 38°F. Set the freezer temperature first, and then set 
the refrigerator’s temperature. 

•	 Unplug any spare refrigerators or freezers that are not being used. 
•	 If freezers do not have an automatic defrost option, periodically defrost it manually. 
•	 Don’t let frost build up more than one-quarter of an inch. 

The MetamorFridges will be installed beginning Thursday at the following locations: 

•	 Cell Charger: 875 N. Michigan Ave. 
•	 Bark-a-Lounge: 821 N. Michigan Ave. 
•	 Regeneration: 700 N. Michigan Ave. 
•	 Dream Engine: 676 N. Michigan Ave. 
•	 Puzzled: 625 N. Michigan Ave. 
•	 Camperator: 540 N. Michigan Ave. 
•	 We are all Connected:  500 N. Michigan Ave. 
•	 ReBicylced: 430 N. Michigan Ave. 
•	 A Place to Chill: 401 N. Michigan Ave. 
•	 Fridge Pic: 400 N. Michigan Ave. 

MetamorFridges is a follow-up to ComEd’s “Fine Art Fridges” 2010 exhibit that was also 
featured along Michigan Avenue.  

Additional energy-efficiency tips and more information on MetamorFridges and ComEd’s 
Fridge and Freezer Recycle Rewards program can be found at ComEd.com/FridgeRecycling. 

### 

ABOUT COMED 
Commonwealth Edison Company (ComEd) is a unit of Chicago-based Exelon Corporation (NYSE: EXC), the nation’s leading 
competitive energy provider, with approximately 6.6 million customers. ComEd provides service to approximately 3.8 million 
customers across northern Illinois, or 70 percent of the state’s population. 

ABOUT LEO BURNETT 
Leo Burnett Company Inc. is one of the world’s largest agency networks and the parent company of Leo Burnett and its 
marketing services arm, Arc. Leo Burnett (www.leoburnett.com) is a HumanKind communications company with an approach 
that is simple and singular: we put a brand’s purpose at the center of our communications in order to truly connect with people. 
Then, we activate this human purpose to create what we refer to as “Acts, not just Ads.” In doing so, we make a life-long 
meaningful relationship between people and brands. 

http:www.leoburnett.com



