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ComEd’s Rey Gonzalez Receives National Hispanic Hero Award 

U.S. Hispanic Leadership Institute recognizes executive for decades of community service 

CHICAGO (March 5, 2012) –Rey Gonzalez, vice president, legislative and community affairs, 
ComEd, is the recipient of the U.S. Hispanic Leadership Institute (USHLI) 2012 National 
Hispanic Hero Award. The award is given annually to an individual who demonstrates a lifetime 
of leadership for the betterment of the Hispanic community. 

Gonzalez has worked to improve social and economic conditions for Latinos for more than 35 
years. 

“Serving the community has always been a priority of mine. It’s about giving back to those most 
in need,” said Gonzalez, a founder of USHLI and its current board president. “By volunteering 
and helping others, I learned that I could be a leader.” 

In addition to his work with USHLI, Gonzalez serves as board chairman of El Valor, a non-profit 
organization serving people with disabilities. In recognition of the impact he has had on young 
people, Governors State University established the Rey B. Gonzalez Scholarship Fund in 1997. 
Gonzalez is a past recipient of the Jefferson Award from NBC 5 Chicago, the Cesar Chavez 
Community Service Award from USHLI, the Hispanic Association for Career Enhancement 
Leadership Award, and the Pepsi-Cola Hispanic Community Leadership Award. 

“Rey has been a cornerstone for USHLI. He’s always been there since the day it was 
conceptualized,” said Juan Andrade, Jr., president of USHLI. “That why, after 30 years, when he 
has helped create this and helped recognize other heroes, he is the hero we honor today.” 

Previous recipients of USHLI’s National Hispanic Hero Award include civil rights activist César 
Chávez, former U.S. Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Henry Cisneros, and former 
U.S. Surgeon General Antonia Novello. 

USHLI promotes education, civic participation, and leadership development for Latinos. Its 
mission is to fulfill the promises and principles of democracy by empowering minorities and 
similarly disenfranchised groups and by maximizing civic awareness and participation in the 
electoral process. 

### 

Commonwealth Edison Company (ComEd) is a unit of Chicago-based Exelon Corporation (NYSE: EXC), one of the 
nation’s largest electric utilities with approximately 5.4 million customers. ComEd provides service to approximately 
3.8 million customers across Northern Illinois, or 70 percent of the state’s population. 


