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ComEd Announces Design Challenge for Architecture Students 
Powerful Design Contest seeks designs from architecture students for the company’s new Chicago 

training facility. 

CHICAGO (Feb. 16, 2012) – ComEd today announced the launch of a contest to create an 
architectural design for the utility’s new training facility to be built on Chicago’s South Side. 
Through the ComEd Powerful Design Contest, teams of local architecture students will have the 
exciting opportunity to create interior and exterior designs for the facility and work as an intern with 
the architecture firm that will be selected to direct and manage design implementation. 

As part of the company’s $2.6 billion Infrastructure Investment Plan under the historic Energy 
Infrastructure Modernization Act enacted last fall by the Illinois General Assembly, ComEd will build 
a LEED-certified* facility to train a new generation of utility workers in the advanced skills needed to 
modernize the electric grid. The training center will contain classrooms, office space, new technology 
exhibits, conference rooms and student break areas. It also will feature 20 indoor underground cable-
splicing bays, a weather-protected pole yard, overhead conductors, distribution automation equipment, 
manholes and substation equipment for use by trainees. In addition, the construction of the training 
facility will provide a boost to the local construction economy when it is most needed.  

Contest teams will consist of two-to-five architecture students from the School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago, Illinois Institute of Technology, and the University of Illinois at Chicago.  Participants must 
be at least fourth-year undergraduate or second-year master’s students at a participating Chicago 
school. Each member of the winning team will receive a paid summer internship at the Chicago 
architecture firm selected by ComEd. The winning team will be awarded $1,500. 

“We’re excited to engage with aspiring architects and provide all entrants with an exciting real world 
opportunity to showcase their skills and reward the winners for their contribution to this important
facility,” said Anne Pramaggiore, president and COO, ComEd. 

All entries are due on April 9, 2012 and winners will be announced at an awards ceremony at the 
Chicago Architecture Foundation near the end of April.  Entries will be judged and critiqued by a 
distinguished five-member jury. Additional contest rules, prizes and additional information can be 
found at www.ComEd.com/PowerfulDesign 

# # # 
Commonwealth Edison Company (ComEd) is a unit of Chicago-based Exelon Corporation (NYSE: EXC), one of the 
nation’s largest electric utilities with approximately 5.4 million customers. ComEd provides service to approximately 3.8 
million customers across northern Illinois, or 70 percent of the state’s population. 

*Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, the nationally accepted benchmark for the design, 
construction, and operation of high performance green buildings. 
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